


Logging in and exploring eDesign helps you 
and your staff begin building pages and 
spreads, turning ideas into something real.

TASKS TO ACCOMPLISH
	� Log into eDesign: Explore the dashboard and 

basic tools.

	� Use eDesign Help: Let built-in lessons and 
support guide your first steps.

	� Browse templates: Look through the Catalog, 
templates and Square One resources.

	� Try the basics: Practice adding photos, 
captions, text and design elements.

	� Save useful pieces: Keep templates or mods 
that can be reused.

	� Let students practice: Give students time to 
learn before building final spreads.

LEARN DESIGN & eDESIGN
KNOW YOUR eDESIGN SUPPORT
You can find eDesign tutorials 
and guides to support each step 
of learning and using eDesign at 
yearbook.help.

•	 eDesign Curriculum: Lessons 
designed to give students a strong 
understanding of eDesign and 
familiarize them with many of 
eDesign’s features. 

•	 Video Tutorials Library: Provides 
access to all the video tutorials that 
cover eDesign’s features. 

•	 PDF Guides: Available for staff 
setup, next-level design and 
strategies for successful deadlines.
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B A C K  T O  S Q U A R E  O N E
Square One makes yearbook design easier 
to teach by giving students a repeatable, 
modular system. Instead of guessing where 
photos, captions and stories go, students use 
a grid, consistent spacing and mods to build 
clean spreads.

Students learn how to:

•	 Use a grid

•	 Create visual hierarchy

•	 Group photos and copy into mods

•	 Use spacing, alignment and white space

•	 Guide the reader through a spread

WHY IT WORKS

•	 Easy to teach: Students start with 
the strongest photo or story, then build 
around it.

•	 Better coverage: Mods make room for 
more photos, quotes and student voices.

•	 Cleaner pages: The grid keeps spacing 
and alignment consistent.

•	 Faster production: Students spend less 
time guessing and more time building.

•	 Real skills: Students practice grids, 
hierarchy, spacing and organization.
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ELEMENTS OF A SPREAD
When a yearbook is open, the two facing pages create a spread. 
Learning these parts makes it easier to guide your staff and 
review pages.

1.	 Swiss grid: A non-printing grid 
of equal squares that gives your 
spread structure.

2.	 Gutter: The center fold where 
two pages meet and bound.

3.	 Internal margin: The spacing 
between photos, copy and 
other content packages on a 
spread.

4.	 External margin: The white 
space around the outside edge 
of a spread, including space for 
the folio.

5.	 Package/mod: A group of 
related elements, such as a 
headline, copy, photos and 
captions.

6.	 Eyeline: An invisible horizontal 
line that helps guide the 
reader’s eye across the spread.

7.	 Folio: The page number, section 
or topic placed in the margin.

8.	 Dominant photo: The largest, 
strongest photo on the spread.

9.	 Copy: The main story or body 
text on the spread.

10.	 Headline: The title of the 
spread topic and usually the 
largest text on the page.

11.	 Candid photo: An unposed 
photo that captures a real 
moment.

12.	 Bleed photo: A photo or 
graphic that extends past the 
page edge.

13.	 Caption: Text that identifies 
the who, what, where, when, 
why and how of a photo.

14.	 White space: Empty space 
that helps organize the design 
and guide the reader.

15.	 Bleed area: The extra space 
beyond the trim edge used 
when photos, color or graphics 
run off the page. Never place 
copy in the bleed area.

SQUARE ONE GUIDE: 
Read the guide at 
ybk.link/square-
one-guide to teach 
design before 
students build in 
eDesign or InDesign. 

Try hands-on Design 
Bites, so students 
can learn the step-
by-step spread 
building process.
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You have built your plan, organized your 
team and started bringing your yearbook to 
life. Now it is time to keep that momentum 
going as your book begins coming together.

TASKS TO ACCOMPLISH
	� Confirm assignments: Make sure pages and 

responsibilities are clearly assigned.

	� Collect content consistently: Keep photos, 
stories, interviews and captions coming in.

	� Hold progress checks: Review what is done, 
what is late and what needs help.

	� Review pages carefully: Check completion, 
accuracy, names and balanced coverage.

	� Ask your rep for help: Reach out when 
questions or concerns come up.

	� Keep promoting sales: Continue reminding 
students and families to order.

KEEP MOVING FORWARD

WORKBOOK AND ADVISER GUIDE: Use the Welcome to 
YBK student workbook and adviser guide together as a 
flexible way to teach yearbook basics. The workbook gives 
students hands-on practice with major yearbook skills, 
while the adviser guide helps you build toward production 
at your staff’s pace. Order workbooks at ybk.link/shop 
and view the Adviser Guide at ybk.link/adviserguide.

CURRICULUM AND ADVICE VIDEOS
Watch the full collection at ybk.link/edu-videos for quick lessons on theme, coverage, design, photography and 
marketing. The Adviser-to-Adviser videos also share practical tips from successful Varsity Yearbook advisers — 
great for your own pep talk or for student leaders on your staff.
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KEY RESOURCES
The links below provide additional tools, 
guides and reference materials to support you 
throughout your yearbook creation process.

NEW ADVISER HUB:

NEW ADVISER BAND COMMUNIT Y:

PROMO PL ANNER:

THEME IDEAS:

YEARBOOK DISCOVERIES:

TEACHING TOOLS:

COVERAGE TRACKER:

SQUARE ONE GUIDE:

ACCESS eDESIGN:

RUBRICS & CHECKLISTS:

COVERAGE IDEAS:

eDESIGN HELP:

yearbookdiscoveries.com/
ybk-new-adviser

band.us/n/a4afbd6dl3c2U

ybk.link/promo-planner

yearbookdiscoveries.com/
theme/theme-ideas

yearbookdiscoveries.com

yearbookdiscoveries.com/
teaching

ybk.link/traditional-ladder-template

ybk.link/square-one-guide

myvarsityyearbook.com

yearbookdiscoveries.com/
teaching/checklists

yearbookdiscoveries.com/
coverage/coverage-ideas

yearbook.help
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NOTES AND IDEAS
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