ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE

YEARBOOK ALIGNS WITH COMMON CORE

Yearbook advisers have long trained and coached their staffs to create the ultimate performance portfolio on campus. A
yearbook class is — by nature — designed to allow those enrolled to learn, practice and master the skills needed to produce
the only permanent record of the school year for a diverse community. The process brings closure to lessons learned in

a public, inclusive document that preserves the events and emotions of the year for students and faculty alike. While
yearbook students have their own interests/involvement on campus, they understand that its their responsibility to cover all
aspects of the year. Indeed, it's often said that if an event or organization is not covered in the yearbook, in five years it will
be as though it never existed. Few others on campus have responsibilities that impact others in the same way.

A concise explanation of the value of a yearbook course is hard to come by. Veteran advisers, parents who've watched their
children transform — even former staffers years later — join educational experts in attesting to the powerful influences
involvement in student media brings to the table. Their message is timeless. It's common sense, they say. Yearbook is an
extremely powerful, unparalleled educational experience. And, it's Common Core.

Collaboration, communication, creativity/innovation and critical thinking/problem solving have been a part of yearbook
courses from coast to coast since day one and will continue to be key skills practiced as long as students work together to
imagine and create a lasting record of the year’'s people and events.

COLLABORATION

Collaboration is a skill that's not always involved with traditional learning. In some classrooms, students sit quietly in
rows reading or being lectured to. Even when they work together, there may be a single correct answer they are trying to
reach. In yearbook, it's all about teamwork. The staff sets a group goal and works together to make their dream become
reality. Smaller teams support one another and compromise for the greater good. That's true when it comes to recruiting,
brainstorming, theme work, ladder planning, meeting deadlines and even creating sales campaigns and celebrating staff

successes.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.Speaking and Listening.9-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-12.1.A Come to discussions
prepared, having read material and researched; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from
texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate
a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B Work with peers to
set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues,
presentation of alternate views), clear goals and
deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B Work with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish
individual roles as needed.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C Propel conversations
by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range
of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and
creative perspectives.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D Respond thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their
own views and understanding and make new connections
in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D Respond thoughtfully
to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims,
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve
contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen
the investigation or complete the task.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources
of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility
and accuracy of each source.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple
sources of information presented in diverse formats and
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to
make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating
the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting
any discrepancies among the data.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point
of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or
distorted evidence.



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s
point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among
ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 Present information,
findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely,
and logically such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, substance,
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-12.6 Adapt speech to a variety
of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

COMMUNICATION

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 Present information,
findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and
distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are
addressed, and the organization, development, substance,
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a
range of formal and informal tasks.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-12.5 Make strategic use of
digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual,
and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.

Communication is an obvious focus of every yearbook course. Whether it's speaking and listening skills needed to share
ideas, come to consensus, coach improvement or sell advertising or writing stories, headlines and captions that accurately

reflect the year, communication is a given.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.Reading Informational Text.9-10.7
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different
mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and

multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in

each account.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text,
including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.R1.11-12.2 Determine two or more
central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact
and build on one another to provide a complex analysis;
provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the
effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her
exposition or argument, including whether the structure
makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.R1.11-12.6 Determine an author'’s
point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric
is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the
text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate
multiple sources of information presented in different
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well
as in words in order to address a question or solve a
problem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.Writing.11-12.1 Write arguments
to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A Introduce precise,
knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of
the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that logically

sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.1.D Establish and maintain
a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.1.E Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.2 Write informative/
explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas,
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through
the effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.2.A Introduce a topic;
organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.2.B Develop the topic with
well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.2.C Use appropriate and
varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among
complex ideas and concepts.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.D Use precise language
and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity
of the topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.D Use precise language,
domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity
of the topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.2.E Establish and maintain
a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.3.B Use narrative
techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description,
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.C Use a variety of
techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a
particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery,
suspense, growth, or resolution).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.3.D Use precise words and
phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey
a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or
characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.4 Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.5 Develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,

CREATIVITY

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose
and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 Use technology, including
the internet, to produce, publish and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s
capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 Use technology, including
the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.7 Conduct short as well as
more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

Creativity abounds among yearbookers; they're visual and verbal. Their tools are words and images, colors, fonts and

concepts. They imagine an idea for nearly a year, discussing, revising and developing it for months on end before it's tangible.
They seek to create a volume unlike any other their school has seen by researching constantly and consciously looking for
ways to tell a story that might seem to outsiders to be the same year after year in fresh and different ways — and they work to
make the community aware of their progress with clever posters, ads and visibility campaigns.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2 Write
informative/explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas and information clearly
and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3 Write narratives
to develop real or imagined experiences or
events using effective technique, well-chosen
details and well-structured event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.6 Use technology,
including the Internet, to produce and publish
writing and to interact and collaborate with
others.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.7 Conduct short
as well as more sustained research projects
based on focused questions, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 Prepare for and
participate effectively in a range of conversations
and collaborations with diverse partners,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 Integrate and
evaluate information presented in diverse media
and formats, including visually, quantitatively,
and orally.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.3 Evaluate a
speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of
evidence and rhetoric.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.4 Present
information, findings, and supporting evidence
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning
and the organization, development, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.5 Make strategic
use of digital media and visual displays of
data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.6 Adapt speech
to a variety of contexts and communicative
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.B Use narrative
techniques, such as dialogue, pacing,
description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.C Use a variety of
techniques to sequence events so that they build
on one another to create a coherent whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.D Use precise
words and phrases, telling details, and sensory
language to convey a vivid picture of the
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.E Provide a
conclusion that follows from and reflects on what
is experienced, observed, or resolved over the
course of the narrative.



CRITICAL THINKING

Critical thinking comes into play every time the staff decides on a topic or an angle, every time a writer determines which
sources are most credible and on each occasion that a designer is asked to justify one idea, device or image over another.
As writers cover new topics, they conduct research and interviews, synthesize information and draw conclusions before
they begin to compose the stories that preserve the history of the year.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A Come to discussions
prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B Work with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish
individual roles as needed.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C Propel conversations
by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range
of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and
creative perspectives.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D Respond thoughtfully
to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims,
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve
contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen
the investigation or complete the task.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple
sources of information presented in diverse formats and
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to
make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating
the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting
any discrepancies among the data.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker's
point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among
ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 Present information,
findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and
distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are
addressed, and the organization, development, substance,
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a
range of formal and informal tasks.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5 Make strategic use
of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual,

and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.6 Adapt speech to a variety
of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of
formal English when indicated or appropriate.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.Writing on History, Science
and Technology.9-10.1 Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.B Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both
claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate
form and in a manner that anticipates the audience’s
knowledge level and concerns.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.E Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from or supports the
argument presented.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2 Write informative/
explanatory texts, including the narration of historical
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.A Introduce a topic
and organize ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.B Develop the topic
with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.C Use varied
transitions and sentence structures to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.D Use precise
language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic and convey a style appropriate to
the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of
likely readers.

Advisers using prepared materials, current best practices and other resources to help train students to produce a yearbook
that's an accurate, comprehensive record of the school, its curricular and co-curricular programs and events that involved
students on campus and off will find that collaboration, communication, creativity and critical thinking are integral parts

of yearbook education. The process of completing a book simply cannot be completed without involving those skill sets as
students imagine, plan, research, create, revise and market the yearbook. The Common Core — and common sense — verify

the value of student media courses.



