
INNOVATE YOUR LADDER2021EXPLORE NEW WAYS TO 
ORGANIZE PAGES FOR 
FLEXIBILITY & FUN

We don’t know how the year is going to shape up. Will clubs or sports be 

canceled? What about musicals and concerts? You can tame the crazy with 

the dynamic duo of PLAN B TOPICS and INNOVATIVE SECTIONS, which allow 

Plan B topics to go  a n y w h e r e  in the book. Rather than being trapped by 

standard sections, you’ll be free to be flexible and to have fun! 

YOU NEED FLEXIBILITY WITH YOUR LADDER.
You need to bring certainty and control to your ladder despite an uncertain year 
due to factors out of your control. You can do that by utilizing the dynamic duo of 
innovative section planning and Plan B topics.

“Wait. Hold up. What is a Plan B topic?” 

Great question! The Plan B Topic is what you’ll put on the page if the event, club 
or sport that was planned for that page gets canceled.

• Plan A topic — what you would normally put on the pages (include all 
events, clubs, sports as if it were a normal year so that you have a spot for 
everything in case nothing is canceled)

• Plan B topic — an alternate topic you can put on the page if it’s canceled
PAGE # PLAN A       PLAN B
22-23 Fall Musical       Favorite Musicals
24-25 Fall Concert          Midnight Snacks
26-27 Trunk or Treat       Throwback Halloween
28-29 Marching Band     Studying with Pets

IDEAS FOR PLAN B TOPICS — 121 CONTENT CREATORS 
We’ve created 121 ideas to help you! They include questions and Google Form 
templates ready for you to customize and send out to your community to receive 
photos and answers back! The guide is 122 pages long. You may access these 
resources via Google Drive, or you may ask your yearbook rep for guidance.

2021 IS THE PERFECT YEAR TO INNOVATE YOUR LADDER!
What better year is there for implementing thematic sections than a year where 
nearly everything about school life is unpredictable, unexpected, and topsy-turvy? 

It would make perfect sense for the topics of your book to be in an unexpected 
order, too! Not only can it capture the feeling of this year and enhance your 
theme, it can also give you the much needed FLEXIBILITY for using Plan B topics 
to replace any sports, clubs or events that get canceled! You need that flexibility 
to thrive this year, and it can be really fun! 

THREE OPTIONS FOR ORGANIZING YOUR YEARBOOK
1. MAINTAIN TRADITION / STANDARD SECTIONS — Pages are grouped so that sports 

pages go in the sports section, clubs pages in the clubs section, etc. 

Reasons this approach will not be optimal for 2021 — If sports, clubs and 
events get canceled, you would have pages that are “trapped” in sections. 
Plus, that would limit the variety of Plan B topics you could use to fill that 
hole in your ladder. For example, if basketball were to be canceled, you 
would need to find a sports-related topic to go on those page if that spread 
is in the sports section.

2. RANDOMIZE IT! / THEMATIC SECTIONS — Pages are randomized among thematic 
sections and sprinkled throughout rather than grouped together.

How it Maintains Tradition — You keep sections with dividers in your book.

How it Breaks Tradition — The dividers have theme language that are fun 
spins on the theme but are NOT related to student life, academics, etc. 
Also, the thematic section titles do not logically group the pages. Below are 
examples from South Forsyth HS in Cumming, GA. Click here see more. 

3. MIX IT UP! / NO SECTIONS — This is a hybrid of the two. You move traditional 
dividers to the FRONT of the book to create an extended opening, Then, the 
rest of the book is randomized, not grouped into sections at all. This gives 
loads of flexibility for using Plan B topics if something gets canceled.

How it Breaks from Tradition — No sections. No dividers.

How it Maintains Tradition — The thematic language on the extended 
opening can be related to student life, sports, clubs, academics etc. as you 
have done in the past with traditional sections. Also, you can color-code 
these so that all sports pages are accented with orange, all clubs pages 
are accented with blue, etc. Check out the examples from Lexington High 
School in Lexington, MA. Click here to see them up close. 

To learn more about using Plan B Topics and Thematic Sections, watch “The Power of the Pivot.” 

CONTENT CREATORS
TABLE OF CONTENTS

STUDENT LIFE
ACADEMICS

PEOPLE
ATHLETICS

ORGANIZATIONS

In a year with so many unknowns, particularly about how group activities like sports, 

clubs, and large events will be handled, we do know two things: Student life and 

learning will continue, and it’s our job to record what that looks like for the history 

books. Use these Content Creators to find easy ways to capture student stories, and 

use them to find worthy topics to pivot to when normal happenings radically change. 
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Social Media

Hobbies
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Community During COVID

Impulse Buys
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Social Justice
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Friendships & Staying Connected

English Request - Surveys

Science at Home

Teaching From Home

College Recommendations

Home Workspace

Multiple People Working at Home
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Changes to Hands On Classes

Music Done Remotely
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Virtual Backgrounds
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Gaming

Student Journalists

Study Sessions
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Backpacks

Library
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Custodial Staff

Talented Students

Organized Sports

Athletes at Home

Coach Perspective

Captain Perspective

College Recruitment

Club Involvement

Service Clubs

Helpers

Essential Workers

Future Plans

Tech Woes of Remote Ed

Parents

Weather Woes

Quarantine Chic

Yearbook Staff

Dear Corona

By the Numbers

Musicians

I’d Be Lost Without...

First Day K, First Day 12

Tik Tok Game

Pets

Food We Cooked
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Lawn Signs & Banners

My Playlist

Learning to Drive

Travel
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Throwback Pics

Timelines of School Life
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Dating
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Selfies
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Struggles and Joys
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Secret Talents

Student Government
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Words & Stats Part 1

Words & Stats Part 2

CONTENT CREATOR
51 - QUARANTINE HAIR

TASK: Physical appearance became something people had to worry about less during stay-at-home orders. 
Beyond this, salons were closed and desperate people cut their own hair while those who were bolder 
decided to do something drastic - like a crazy cut or cool color. Let’s ask for pictures of what people did from 
the neck up during quarantine!

COMMUNICATION: Copy and paste for your staff members: 
“Hey everyone! This week for yearbook content, QUARANTINE HAIR. Seriously, there is so much gold here 
to be found. Who colored their hair? Who shaved their hair? Who went to dreads? How did people deal with 
their hair? (Um, queen of the twist and bun, here!) How did students deal with a basic issue of hair during the 
weeks and months at home? No shave? Shave it all? Shave part of it? Bunhead? Dreads? Long? Short? Bangs? 
Purple? Pink? Bleach? Rainbow? FIND. IT. ALL. You can ask for submissions of photographs but you can also 
look for Insta posts from mid to late quarantine. Please ALWAYS ask for permission. Please upload to eDesign 
and tag with ‘Hair.’”

POSSIBLE TWISTS: Specific angles to consider taking:
• Consider before & afters for your layout
• Did any of the students become the stylists in their house? Pics of their work!
• Speaking of neck up, let’s ask how much money people would usually spend on makeup in a month vs. 

what they spend during COVID.
• Include teachers & admins on this!
• Mod on facial hair during the pandemic

CROWN POINT HS

COOPER MS

MARSHALL HS

LEXINGTON HS

FLINTRIDGE PREP HS

CUPERTINO HS

INSPIRED DESIGNS: Take a look at these awesome layouts from the Herff Jones family that could work for 
this kind of topic! Recreate, modify, or let your creative brain lead you to something entirely new - whatever 
you choose, it’s all up to you! 
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told well 

 
012 .  f r i day  n igh t  l i gh t s 
014 .  t h i r t y  t h i ng s  t o  do  be fo re  we  g radua te 
016 .  cu l i na ry 
018 .  g ymnas t i c s 
020 .  va r s i t y  g i r l s  bas ke tba l l 
022 .  deca  p rom fa s h ion  s how 
024 .  t enn i s 
026 .  t r ack  &  f i e l d 
028 .  d ream on  t h r ee 
030 .  eques t r i an 
032 .  s po r t s  s t a t e 
034 .  va r s i t y  g i r l s  l ac ro s s e 
036 .  w re s t l i ng 
038 .  academ ic  bow l  &  t r i v i a  c l ub 
040 .  j v  &  f r e s hmen  boys  bas ke tba l l 
042 .  conce r t  band 
044 .  j v  &  f r e s hmen  bas eba l l 
046 .  t h i r t y  t h i ng s  t ha t  make  u s  happy 
048 .  f o re ign  l anguage 
050 .  j v  &  f r e s hmen  vo l l eyba l l 
052 .  s f h s  h igh l i gh t s 
054 .  s f h s  h igh l i gh t s 

 
108 .  t h i r t y  yea r s  t hen  v s .  now 
110 .  va r s i t y  s o f t ba l l 
112 .  homecom ing 
114 .  t hea te r  &  imp rov 
116 .  bas ke tba l l  chee r 
118 .  j v  &  f r e s hmen  g i r l s  l ac ro s s e 
120 .  l amber t  game 
122 .  dance  t eam 
124 .  pho tog raphy  &  j ou rna l i s m 
126 .  va r s i t y  bas eba l l 
128 .  co l l eg e  p lan s 
130 .  g i r l s  s occe r 
132 .  f b la  &  f c c la 
134 .  j v  &  f r e s hmen  boys  l ac ro s s e 
136 .  t h i r t y  yea r s  o f  f r i ends h ip 
138 .  g o l f 
140 .  j v  and  f r e s hmen  g i r l s  bas ke tba l l 
142 .  vex ,  r obo t i c s ,  &  t s a 
144 .  a r t  &  cho ru s 
146 .  s i gn i ng  day 
148 .  j v  &  f r e s hmen  foo tba l l 
150 .  cu r r en t  even t s 
152 .  s f h s  h igh l i gh t s 
154 .  s f h s  h igh l i gh t s 

 
058 .  s i de l i ne  chee r 
060 .  conce r t s 
062 .  s oc ia l  med ia 
064 .  s w im  &  d i ve 
066 .  deca 
068 .  boys  s occe r 
070 .  f a s h ion  &  t r ends 
072 .  va r s i t y  vo l l eyba l l 
074 .  ms a ,  f l ood ,  &  f ca 
076 .  va r s i t y  f oo tba l l 
078 .  s ummer  &  wo r ld  t r ave l 
080 .  s imp le  cha r i t y  &  j un io r  c i v i t an 
082 .  va r s i t y  boys  baske tba l l 
084 .  c ro s s  coun t r y 
086 .  i n t e r na t i ona l  bacca lau rea te 
088 .  f a l l  f a i r 
090 .  compe t i t i on  chee r 
092 .  m i l e s t ones 
094 .  co lo r  g ua rd 
096 .  hono r  s oc i e t i e s 
098 .  va r s i t y  boys  l ac ro s s e 
100 .  march i ng  band 
102 .  s f h s  h igh l i gh t s 
104 .  s f h s  h igh l i gh t s 

 
158 .  f acu l t y  po r t r a i t s 
168 .  f r e s hmen  po r t r a i t s 
180 .  s ophomore  po r t r a i t s 
192 .  j un io r  po r t r a i t s 
204 .  s en io r  po r t r a i t s 
264 .  bes t  h i gh  s choo l  memor i e s 
270 .  s en io r  ads 
378 .  c l ubs  i ndex 
398 .  s po r t s  i ndex 
410 .  names  i ndex 
416 .  yea rbook 
418 .  co lophon 
420 .  c l o s i ng 
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s h o u l d  b e  l i k e 

 
2. Opening 
8. We Make It Happen Division 
10. Theater and Improv 
12. Sideline Cheer 
14. Teacher Life 
16. Dance 
18. Academies 
20. Girls Cross Country 
22. Featured Story 
24. Glow Ups 
26. Girls Basketball 
28. Honor Societies 
30. Boys Soccer 
32. Summer and World Travel 
34. Sports State 
36. Featured Story 
38. Color Guard 
40. New Classes 
42. Equestrian 
44. Baseball 
46. Student Government Association 
48. Boys Track 
50. Current Events 
52. Featured Story 
54. Journalism/Photography/Video Production 
56. Fashion/Trends/Social Media 
58. Golf 
60. Girls Lacrosse 
62. Tech Clubs 
64. Girls Tennis 
66. Featured Story 
68. Volleyball 
70. Concert Band 
72. College Plans/Signing Day 
74. JV/9th Football 
76. DECA Prom Fashion Show 

 

every year should be like this. 

 
78. Make It Our Own Division 
80. Varsity Football 
82. Culinary 
84. Swim and Dive 
86. Pet Pals 
88. Wrestling 
90. Religious Clubs 
92. Boys Tennis 
94. Community Events 
96. Featured Story 
98. Girls Soccer 
100. Marching Band 
102. IB 
104. Boys Cross Country 
106. Concerts 
108. Basketball Cheer 
110. Foreign Language 
112. Featured Story 
114. Friday Night Lights 
116. Seniors 
118. FBLA 
120. Competition Cheer 
122. Culture 
124. Art/Chorus 
126. Softball 
128. Featured Story 
130. Service Clubs 
132. Boys Lacrosse 
134. Friends 
136. Homecoming 
138. Juniors 
140. Gymnastics 
142. Featured Story 
144. Girls Track 
146. Sophomores 
148. Boys Basketball 
150. Freshmen 
152. DECA 
154. Faculty and Staff Division 
156. Teacher of the Year/Administration 
158. Faculty and Staff Portraits 
162. Faculty Superlatives 
164 Freshmen Portraits 
174. Sophomore Portraits 
184. Junior Portraits 
194. Senior Portraits 
252. Senior Superlatives 
256. Senior Ads 
316. Index Division 
318. Clubs Index 
336. Sports Index 
346. Names Index 
354. Yearbook Staff 
356. Letter from the Editor/Colophon 
358. Closing 

They moved the dividers to the 
front of the book and transformed 
them into and extended opening.

The content pages are scattered throughout the book, not grouped into 
sections, and the spreads are color-coded to help the reader connect 

the spread to its “divider” in the opening.

2019 — FOUR THEMATIC SECTIONS 2020 —- TWO THEMATIC SECTIONS

https://herffjones.wistia.com/medias/mg65tgcfrq
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13sHACSosTOFrAoxI5vlUhnHKH6K9j638/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QbS_5zDfVoFPq4ffgAy9FP5UzRDpO78B?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LRZHcGxo2NBrlSM7HvCrtkXhVgNzNJY5?usp=sharing


IDEA STARTERS FOR 
THEMATIC SECTIONS
Below are tons of ideas to use 
them as is or as springboards.

Keep this key factor in mind 
— Thematic sections are playful 
and off the wall! The key is to 
let them be fun spins on your 
theme — not logical ways to 
group page topics. 

Thematic sections defy logic! 
It’s hard to let yourself do that, 
but remember it gives you 
flexibility and fun. Don’t stress 
about trying to make thematic 
section titles that logically 
organize your pages. It’s mixed-
up and random on purpose! 

Some theme ideas below have covers 
and layouts already designed. Talk to 
your rep about your ideas, and they 
may be able to contribute cover and 
page design ideas that already exist. 

THEME  — Topsy Turvy  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Mix it Up 
Inside Out 
Upside Down 
Right Side Up 

THEME  — US 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Marvelous 
Studious 
Curious 
Wondrous 
Fabulous 

THEME  — More to the Story:  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Yes, and
But also . . .
In addition —
And then! 
Don’t forget*

THEME  — We’ve Totally Got This!  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
We’ve grown closer 
Totally together 
Got grit 
This is our time

THEME  — Won’t Settle for Less!  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
No second best 
Don’t let it rest 
Never would have guessed 
Add a little zest 
Ignore the mess

THEME  — !  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
.
! 
- 
?
@
“
&

THEME  — Now and Later  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
That was then. 
This is now. 
See ya later!

THEME  — Zoom 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Zoom in.
Zoom out.

THEME  — We were there.  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Here
There
Everywhere

THEME  — You Said It
See cover starter here.  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS
Speak now
Proclaim
Have you heard? 
All ears
Come again? 
Quote me on that
On the record 

— OR —
You thought about it
We said what we said
It counts

THEME  — All In 
See cover starter here.   
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS:
All hands on deck
In the thick of it 
All together now 
Into the unknown
All in all
In the mix

THEME  — Play a Part  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Play apart
Play a part

THEME  — We Did That  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
This 
That

THEME  — Me. We.  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Me 
We

THEME  — You Do You 
See cover starter here.   
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS:  
Do it big. 
Do your best 
Don’t stop 
Do it all 

— OR —
You did it. 
You do this.
You don’t give up.

— OR —
You do you. 
We do us.
Nobody does it better.

THEME  — Nothing Ordinary About Us  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Remarkable
Outstanding
Unique
One of a kind
Historical  
Stand out 
Second to none 
Extraordinary

THEME  — We Are One
See starter cover here.    
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS:
We are together 
We are engaged
We are passionate
We are committed
We are determined
We are family

THEME  — TwentyWON  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
We are one 
The wonder of it all 

— OR —
One
Won 

THEME — I Am (I’m) 
See cover starter here.  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS:
Teamwork
Dream big
Glam up
We are fam

— OR —
Proclaim
Acclaim
Exclaim
Aim
Whim

— OR —
I am
We belong
You did
They can

THEME  — Same Difference  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Same 
Difference 

THEME  — Live Out Loud  
See cover starter here.   
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS:
Twist and shout 
Turn up the volume
Color outside the lines
Be heard 
Was that out loud?
Inside voice

— OR —
Living on the edge
Out of the box
Loud and proud

THEME  — You Make It
See cover starter here.    
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS
You make it bold
You make it awesome
You make it right
You make it fun
You make it last

— OR —
Made it your own
Made in the shade
Made to last
Made for this

— OR —
You get it. 
I did it. 
We made it.

THEME  — A Part of the Whole
See cover starter here.    
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS:
Together
Apart

— OR —
My part
Your part
Our part

THEME  — Reflections  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
You Shine 
You’re Brilliant
You’re Unstoppable

— OR —
Reveal 
Renowned 
Reward
Respect
Rewind 

— OR —
What you see.
What I see.
What we saw.

THEME  — Incredible!  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
That’s incredible!
Can you believe?
I’m stunned!
How did they...
Something incredible! 

THEME  — Sit Still 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Don’t sit it out
We still we matter 

THEME  — One and the Same 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
One in a million 
And so it goes 
The story of us 
Cut from the same cloth  

THEME  — The Way We See It  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Eyes open 
Read between the lines 
Look up 
Our outlook 

THEME  — In Touch
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Introspection 
Introduce 
Into the thick of it 
In stride 
In due time 
In my mind

THEME  — (IN)vision 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Picture this 
See beyond 
Look here
Zoom in 
Just watch

— OR —
(IN)tell 
(IN)side
(IN)time
(IN)deed 

THEME  — Go Big and Go Home  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Go Big 
Go for launch 
Go all out 
Go beyond 
Go for it 
Go the extra mile 
Go, fight, win 
Go Home.

THEME  — Together Apart  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
A part of the whole 
United 
We belong together 
Better together 
Not apart at heart

THEME  — Connected  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Ties that bind 
Linked 
Tethered  

THEME  — We’ll Show You Crazy  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Head over heels 
Totally out there 
Jump feet first 
Hands in the air like we don’t care
Show and tell
Show your stuff

THEME  — 180  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
On its head 
A whole new view 
From my perspective 
Varying degrees 
Spin
A new angle

THEME  — Layers 
See cover starter here.     
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Unwrapped
That’s a wrap!

THEME  — Flip  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Upside down 
Round and round 
Up, up and away 

THEME  — Expect the Unexpected  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Unbelievable 
You never know 
Just in case 
Always on deck 
Ready to roll 
In a moment’s notice 

THEME  — History in the Making  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS :
One to remember 
Is someone taking notes?  
Eyes on you 
Remember this
Tell your story

THEME  — Unsettled  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Unpredictable
Unprecedented 
Undoubtedly 
Unbelievable

THEME  — Like No Other 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Second to none 
Out of this world 
Broke the mold 
Change up

THEME  — I am. We Are.  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS:  
I am.
We are.

THEME  — This Place
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
In place 
Out of place
First place
Our place
Your place
My place

THEME  — The Space Between  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Near
Far 
Wherever you are
Six feet
Up close and personal
At a distance

THEME  — In Motion 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Don’t stop 
On the go
Full speed ahead
Get going
Pause for a minute

— OR —
Press Play
Pause
Rewind
Fast Forward 

THEME  — Pivot  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
Turn it around
Put a spin on it
Twist and turn

THEME  — New Normal  
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
New
Normal

THEME  — This and That 
THEMATIC SECTION IDEAS: 
This
That

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eEVpBv0h_QsLOM_GXni_GPfngxH5fslR?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eEVpBv0h_QsLOM_GXni_GPfngxH5fslR?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eEVpBv0h_QsLOM_GXni_GPfngxH5fslR?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eEVpBv0h_QsLOM_GXni_GPfngxH5fslR?usp=sharing
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